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diation of Henry the fourth of France, was accommodated
upon terms very much to the honour of the Venetians.

But the defenders of the Venetian rights were, though
comprehended in the treaty, excluded by the Romans from
the benefit of it; some, upon different pretences, were impri-
soned, some sent to the galleys, and all debarred from pre-
ferment. But their malice was chiefly aimed against father
Paul, who soon found the effects of it; for, as he was going
one night to his convent, about six months after the accom-
modation, he was attacked by five ruffians, armed with sti-
lettoes, who gave him no less than fifteen stabs, three of
which wounded him in such a manner, that he was left
for dead. The murderers fled for refuge to the nuncio,
and were afterwards received into the pope's dominions,
but were pursued by divine justice, and all, except one
man who died in prison, perished by violent deaths.

This and other attempts upon his life, obliged him to
confine himself to his convent, where he engaged in writ-
ing the history of the council of Trent, a work unequalled
for the judicious disposition of the matter, and artful tex-
ture of the narration, commended by Dr. Burnet, as the
compfetest model of historical writing, and celebrated by
Mr. Wotton, as equivalent to any production of antiquity ;
in which the reader finds " liberty without licentiousness,
piety without hypocrisy, freedom of speech without neglect
of decency, severity without rigour, and extensive learning
without ostentation."

In this and other works of less consequence, he spent
the remaining part of his life, to the beginning of the year
1622, when he was seized with a cold and fever, which he
neglected, till it became incurable. He languished more
than twelve months, which he spent almost wholly in a pre-
paration for his passage into eternity; and, among his
prayers and aspirations, was often heard to repeat, " Lord!
now let thy servant depart in peace."

On Sunday, the eighth of January of the next year, he
rose, weak as he was, to mass, and went to take his repast
with the rest; but, on Monday, was seized with a weakness